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MINING OPerATIoNs
Rosebery mine is a medium sized underground mine producing around 
800,000 tonnes of ore a year. The mining process begins with locating the 
ore through diamond drilling from the surface or underground to obtain 
core samples of the rock. The ore is accessed by tunnelling toward the 
orebody, using explosives to break the rock.

Holes are then drilled between two levels where explosives are used to 
progressively enlarge a void until all of the designated ore, or ‘stope’ has 
been broken up small enough to be handled by a loader.  

The ore is loaded into trucks and driven up a series of ramps to the mine’s 
surface where it is then taken to the crusher.  

GeoLoGy
Rosebery’s ore is a complex of metal sulphides containing lead (galena),  
zinc (sphalerite), copper (chalcopyrite), silver (tetrahedrite and electrum), 
gold (native gold and electrum) and iron (pyrite).  The ore is contained 
within a host rock of �ne-grained sediments which were laid down in an 
active volcanic region, known as the Mount Read Volcanics, about 600 
million years ago. 

The orebody as it is known, extends for approximately 2,000 metres, 
north-south and to a depth of 1.7km. The known ore resource of Rosebery, 
already mined and yet-to be mined, amounts to approximately 40 million 
tonnes. 

ENVIroNMeNT
In conducting our operations, MMG Rosebery recognises the diversity and 
unique environmental values of the region. We are committed to 
minimising adverse impacts and preventing pollution of the environment 
from current and future activities.  The mine’s Environmental Management 
System is certi�ed to international standard ISO14001:2004.  

The decommissioned No. 2 and 5 tailings dams at Rosebery now receive,  
and biologically treat, town ef�uent, which previously entered the Stitt  
River without treatment. This project has resulted in a sustainable solution 
for the mine, the community and the environment. 
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Inspecting core samples

MINING HerITAGe
MMG Rosebery is an underground mine producing zinc, lead, silver, gold 
and copper . Located on Tasmania’s West Coast, the mine has a heritage as 
rich as its orebody. 

Rosebery’s mineral potential was uncovered in 1893 when prospector,  
Thomas McDonald discovered alluvial gold along with boulders of lead/zinc 
sulphide in a creek on the southern slopes of Mount Black. 

Further prospecting by McDonald revealed a lead/zinc sulphide orebody. 

The Rosebery orebody was mined intermittently from 1893 until the current 
operation was commissioned in 1936. 

CoMMUNITy 
MMG believes it must be a welcomed and valued member of the 
communities in which it operates and that it must consult with, listen and 
respond openly to our neighbours.  We aim to be open, honest and as 
cooperative as possible when issues and concerns do arise. We encourage 
any residents of Rosebery or other West Coast communities to contact us 
directly with their questions or concerns regarding our mining operations. 

CoNCeNTrATor oPerATIoNs
The relatively soft Rosebery ore is subjected to two stages of crushing and 
two stages of grinding to a �otation feed size of 75 microns. 

Gold is recovered by gravity separation and smelted on site before being 
sold as doré bullion.  Copper, lead and zinc concentrates are produced 
using sequential froth �otation. Tailings are treated then pumped to dam 
storages.  


